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he displayed, not in any vigorous and consistent plan
of defence against the enemy, but in the wildest feats
of personal daring. It was his amusement to plunge
headlong into peril, from which he extricated himself
by his individual strength. Samson never appears at
the head of an army, his campaigns are conducted
in his own single person. As in those of the Grecian
Hercules and the Arabian Antar, a kind of comic vein
runs through the early adventures of the stout-hearted
warrior, in which love of women, of riddles, and of
slaying Philistines out of mere wantonness, vie for the
mastery. Yet his life began with marvel, and ended
in the deepest tragedy."1 The tone of this extract
cannot be defended ; yet what else has the writer done
towards the inspired narrative, but invest it in those
showy human colours which legendary writers from
infirmity, and enemies from malice, have thrown over
the miracles of the Church? There is certainly an
aspect of romance in which Samson may be viewed,
though he was withal the instrument of a Divine Pre-
sence ; and so again there may have been a divinity in
the acts and fortun.es, and! a spiritual perfection in the
lives, of the Ancient, Catholic hermits and mission-
aries, in spite of whatever is wild, uncouth, and ex-
travagant in their personal demeanour and conduct,
or rather in the record of them. Once more; the
books of Daniel and Esther are very different in com-
Milmau's History of the Jews, vol. i. p. 204.